
Celebrating Olmsted’s Legacy
A hundred years after his death, America continues to be challenged with 

issues of social justice and conservation for which Olmsted  
was a most persevering, principled pioneer.

Gerry Wright has researched, written and produced a one-man show honoring the life and work of
Frederick Law Olmsted, the father of landscape architecture. The play provides insights into Olmsted's 
passionate vision as he played critical roles in the dynamics of slavery as a writer, as an appointee of 
Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War, and as the landscape architect and catalyst for New York City's 
Central Park, Boston's Emerald Necklace, the US Capitol grounds, along with multiple palns for colleges,
communities and private estates.  Olmsted was a key pioneer in the movement to preserve land as national
parkland, both at Yosemite and Niagara Falls.

Olmsted's life story, from "vagabond," to farmer, traveller, journalsit, author, publisher, executive 
(including a goldmine in California), to becoming the father of landscape archetecture in America is 
both inspiring as history and reason for continued commitment in the 21st century.

“Passages in the Life of an Unpractical Man” has toured from
the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site in Brookline,
Massachusetts to the New Horizons Project in Vologda, Russia;
Derby Academy in Hingham, MA to the New York City Central
Park Celebration, Olmsted Parks Conservancy in Louisville,
Kentucky to the "Biltmore" in Ashville, North Carolina.

Gerry Wright works in areas of human services, environmental
advocacy, international relations. In the 1960s he founded DARE
Incorporated, a nonprofit agency in Massachusetts which pio-
neered new community services for adolescents with social and
emotional problems due to poverty and neglect.  He has also
championed projects that foster international communication,
beginning at the time he ran the Moscow Marathon in 1982, and
co-founded the Worldwide Running Club for Peace with the 
president of the Moscow Running Club. He has received 
numerous awards, including the 2008 Robert F. Kennedy
Embracing the Legacy Award and named Father of Community
Based Caring in Massachusetts by president of the State Senate.
Wright is founder and president of Friends of Jamaica Pond and
has been portraying Frederick Law Olmsted since 2003. He
holds a BS from the forestry school at the Univeristy of Maine
and a MS in wildlife conservation from Cornell University,
Further graduate study include philosophy, theology, sociology,
and psychology at Boston University and Harvard University.

Frederick Law Olmsted:
Passages in the Life of an Unpractical Man

A one-man play by Gerry Wright
Friends of Jamaica Pond, PO Box 300040, Jamaica Plain, MA  02130-0030

Telephone: 617-524-7070  Email: FrederickLawOlmsted@yahoo.com
www.FriendsOfJamaicaPond.org/Olmsted.html
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Previews, Calendar Picks & Reviews:

Download press kit, teacher curriculum guide and photos at:  www.FriendsOfJamaicaPond.org/Olmsted.html

 


